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About us: 

Elsa Foundation is a non-profit charitable trust that focuses on the conservation of 

biodiversity, prevention of cruelty to animals, and animal rights issues of both 

domestic and wild animals. It opposes keeping wild animals in captivity.  

We have been to several countries to study best practices and implement them in 

India.  

The foundation supports various government bodies, in informed policy-making and 

decision-making on critical issues impacting biodiversity and the rights of animals. 

Our work areas are research, advocacy, awareness, publication, support in policy and 

decision-making. 

 

 

Website:  www.elsafoundationcharity.org 

 

 

Cover photo: Andiyappanur dam, lake and reserved forest, Tirupattur district, TN 
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Introduction 

Isolated rehabilitation centres (sanctuaries) need to be developed in Tamil Nadu for rescued captive 

elephants with contagious diseases such as Tuberculosis. This place should NOT be the natural habitat of 

wild elephants. Such isolated facilities will prevent the spread of contagious diseases from captive 

elephants to wild elephants.  

The place should be a large natural rainforest with plenty of shade and natural water facilities. The trees 

need to be green throughout the year. Natural water sources should be available in plenty, throughout the 

year. 

9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘǎΩ thermoregulatory mechanism is very poor, so they need to live in a forest that is less than 25 

degrees centigrade throughout the year, Since climbing steep rocks and mountains is difficult for captive 

elephants, a large area of flat land is essential.  

To identify such sites, physical visits to multiple locations were made during the summer season and two 

places were identified as suitable locations for rehabilitation. 

Alternate facilities for rehabilitation of healthy rescued elephants 

For rehabilitating healthy rescued elephants, the existing F.D. elephant camp facility in Anaimalai 

(Coimbatore district) can be used. Alternate sites can be identified in the Nilgiris biosphere range, Theni 

range and Kalakaadu Mundanthurai tiger reserve range (Tirunelveli). 

Over a while, when the elephants get used to the terrain of the rehab sanctuary, a soft release approach of 

releasing them into the wild needs to be done. 

Examples of successful captive elephant reintroduction into the wild in Botswana and Thailand are given in 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ άtroblems faced by captive elephantsέ. These elephants were 

commercially exploited for tourism and begging. 

Problems in an existing elephant rehabilitation facility at MR Palayam, Trichy 

 

ü A huge amount of money is wasted in developing this facility that is not suitable for elephants in 

any way 
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Comparing ariel views of MR Palayam, Trichy with alternate suitable sites 

 

 

Trichy M.R. Palayam - Barren, hot, humid flat land without natural trees & water. Not suitable for animals 

Tirupattur district, Andiyappanur dam & reserved forest is a rain water catchment zone surrounded by 

evergreen mountains. The lake water is perennial. The weather is very pleasant even during peak summer 
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Salem district, Anaivari Muttal forest  

This is a rain water catchment zone surrounded by evergreen mountains on three sides 

Perennial water source in the form of waterfalls and lake. Check dam helps in storing water in the lake 

The weather is very pleasant even during peak summer 

MR Palayam is a huge blunder 

From the images presented in this section it is very clear that selecting MR 

Palayam (in the past) as a site for an elephant rehabilitation centre and for a 

new zoo is a huge blunder. 

¶ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎǊƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŀȄ ǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǳƴsuitable projects  

¶ Due to lack of water, day to day operations becomes very complicated. 

¶ Several lakhs of money have to be wasted every year for buying water. 

¶ The primary purpose of such facilites are rehabilitation of abused 

animals, but the animals in such facilities undergo enormous suffering 

every day with permanent water problem plus permanent hot & humid 

weather. 

Note: More details about the problems can be seen in the comparison table 
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Comparison 

MR Palayam centre, Trichy Identified Sites 

Rain forest & shade: 
This is not a natural rainforest. It has thin, tall 
single-species trees planted by the forest 
department that does not provide shade. Shade 
is very essential for elephants 

Rainforest with several tall trees 
provides plenty of shade, cool 
weather, food source, scratch post,  

Water Scarcity: 
Severe water scarcity is there, have to depend 
on borewells. 
 

A perennial water source (lake) is 
there. Water supply throughout the 
year via mountain streams. Lake is 
located in the water catchment area 
of mountains. Dam acts as a barrier to 
prevent water wastage. 

Natural water sources: 
There is a small stream of water behind the 
centre. There is no backside gate to reach this 
stream. This small stream is not perennial 

Same as above 

Weather: 
The weather is hot & humid 

Weather is pleasant even in summer 

Natural Habitat: 
Does not reflect the natural habitat of the 
elephants. 

Reflects the natural habitat of 
elephants 

Land Area: 
Very less area 
 

Very large forest area 

Food:  
Nil browsing opportunity as the tree barks here 
are not consumed by the elephants. 
Fruits and leaves that elephants consume are 
not there. 

Plenty of opportunity for grazing and 
browsing with the availability of grass, 
fruits, leaves, and tree barks that 
elephants like and consume. 

Using cognitive skills: 
There is not enough variety in the landscape for 
the elephant to use its highly developed 
cognitive skills. Using cognitive skills is very 
important for the elephants to remain mentally 
healthy 
 

Large landscape with a variety of 
places, and waterholes to use 
cognitive skills. 

Elephants suffering: 
Due to the problems listed above the elephants 
are subjected to enormous suffering on a daily 
basis, for their entire life. 

Animals will have excellent physical & 
mental health due to the facts 
mentioned above. 
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Comparison of man-made forest with a natural rainforest 

 
Above:  Man-made forest (MR Palayam, Trichy). Thin trees, no shade, NOT suitable for elephants 

Below:  Nature-made rain forest suitable for elephants (representational image) 
















































