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We havebeento several countries to study best practices and implement them in
India.
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Other publications of the foundation that are related to this document

+ lllegal capture and sale of elephants from North East to South India
< Living conditions of captive elephants and solutions togheblems
+ Elephants are victims of human abuse
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lllegal Capture and Sale of Elephants from
North-East India to South India
Media Articles and Research Reports

Living Conditions of
Temple, Private Elephants.

Solution to the problems
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CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS ARE VICTIMS OF
HUMAN ABUSE

Media Reports
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Introduction

Isolatedrehalilitation centres(sanctuariesheed to be developed in Tamil Nathr rescued aptive
elephans with contagious diseases such abdrculosisThis place should NOT be the natural habitat of
wild elephants. Such isolated facilities will prevére spread of contagious diseasiEom captive
elephants to wild elephants.

The place should belargenaturalrainforest with plenty of shade and natural water facilities. The trees
need to be green throughout the yeddatural water sources should be available in plerityoughout the
year.

9 f S LIKheyhorégGatory mechanism is very poor, so they neetivein a forest that is less than 25
degreescentigrade throughout the yeaGince climbing steep rocks and mountains is difficult for captive
elephantsalarge area oflat land is essential.

To identify such sites, hpysical visgto multiple locations were madduringthe summer seasoand two
places were identifieds suitable locationfor rehabilitation.

Alternate faciliiesfor rehabilitation of healthyrescuedelephants

For rehabilitating healthyescuedelephants, the existing.D.elephant camp facility in Amaalai
(Coimbatore districttan be used. Alternate sites can be identified in the Nilgiris biosphere range, Theni
rangeandKalakadu Mundanthurai tiger reserve range (Tirunelvel).

Over a while, when the elephants get used to the ter@ithe rehab sanctuarya soft release approach of
releasing them into the wild needs to lene.

Examples of successful captive elephant reintroduction into the wild in Botswana and Thailand are given i
0KS TF2dzy RI (i A 2y OtoblRiBsifdced bySaptivel Bdpitatidines? glephants were
commercially exploited for tourism and begging.

Problems inan existingelephantrehabilitation facility at MR PalayamTrichy

U A huge amount of money is wasted in developing this facility that is not suitable for elephants in
any way
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Comparingariel views of MR Palayanilrichywith alternate suitable sites

A Elephants rescue center

Trichy Zoological Park
DD, &
Temporarily closed

3D

TrichyM.R. Palayam Barren, hot, humid flat land withoutatural trees &water. Not suitable for animals

Tirupattur district, Andiyappanur dam& reservedforest is arain water catchment zone surrounded by
evergreen mountainsThe lake water is perennial. Theeatheris very pleasant eveduring peak summer
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Mettal Falls

@  Anaivari Waterfalls
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Salem district Anaivari Muttal forest

Thisis arain water catchment zone surrounded bgvergreen mountains on three sides
Perennialwater source in the form of waterfalls and lak&heck dam helps in storing water in the lake

Theweatheris very pleasant everduring peak summer

MR Palayam is a huge blunder

From the images presented in this section it is very clear that selecting MF
Palayan{in the past)as a site for an elephant rehabilitation centre and for &
new zoo is a huge blunder.

T{SOSNIf ONBNBa 2F (il E LB3ukaSdpimjerts]
1 Due to lack ofvater, day to day operations becomes very complicate(
Several lakhs of money have to be wasted every year for buying wat
The primary purpose of such facilites are rehabilitation of abused
animals, but he animalsn such facilitiesindergo enormous suffering
every day with permanent water problem plus permanent hot & hum
weather.

l
l

Note: More details about the problems can be seen in the comparison tab
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Comparison

MR Palayam centre, Trichy

Identified Sites

Rain forest & shade:

This inot a natural rainforest. It has thin, tall
singlespecies trees planted by the forest
department that does not provide shade. Shac
Is very essential for elephants

Rainforestwith several tall trees
provides platy of shade cool
weather, food source, scratch post,

Water Scarcity:
Severe water scarcity is there, have to depenc
on borewells.

A perennial water source (lake) is
there. Water supply throughout the
year via mountain streams. Lake is
located in the water catchment area
of mountains. Dam acts as a barrier
prevent water wastage.

Natural water sources

There is a small stream of water behind the
centre. There is no backside gate to reach this
stream.This small stream is not perennial

Same as above

Weather:
The weather is hot & humid

Weather is pleasant even in summer

Natural Habitat:
Does not reflect the natural habitat of the
elephants

Reflects the natural habitat of
elephants

Land Area:
Very less area

Very large forest area

Food:

Nil browsing opportunityas the tree barks here
are not consumed by the elephants.
Fruitsandleavesthat elephants consume are
not there.

Plenty of opportunity for grazing and
browsing with the availability of grass
fruits, leaves, and tree barks that
elephants likeand consume

Using cognitive skills:

Thereisnot enough variety in the landscape fo
the elephant to use its highly developed
cognitive skills. Using cognitive skills is very
important for the elephants to remain mentally,
healthy

Large landscape with a variety of
places, and waterholes to use
cognitive skills.

Elephantssuffering:

Due to the problems listed above the elephant
are subjected to enormous suffering on a daily
basis, for their entire life.

Animals will have excellephysical &
mental health due to the facts
mentioned above.
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Comparison of marmade forest with a natural rainforest

Above: Man-made forest (MR Palayanrichy). Thin trees, no shadeNOTsuitable for elephants

Below: Nature-maderain forest suitable for elephantgrepresentational image)
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