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animals. 

Our work areas are research, advocacy, awareness, publication, support in 

policy and decision-making. 

 

Website:  www.elsafoundationcharity.org 
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Very important publication related to this report. Please download using the below link 

https://elsafoundationcharity.org/category/elephants-research/ 

 

https://elsafoundationcharity.org/category/elephants-research/
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Introduction 

Translocation of male Asian elephants is used as a tool to mitigate human-elephant conflict (HEC) 

scenarios.  

Translocation is extremely stressful to the animal; it is highly cruel and needs to be used as the very last 

option when no other viable solutions are available.  

This document focuses on translocation case studies, and provides best practices in such translocations (if 

done as a last option), to minimise the stress level and suffering of the elephants and to increase the 

probability of survival of the elephants in the new location.  

Note: The word ‘success’ used in this document is only from a human perspective and does not apply to 

elephants due to the reasons explained in this document. 

Why do elephants get into conflict with humans? 

There are two main reasons why human-elephant conflict (HEC) happens  

# Encroachment of elephant habitats, and corridors (reference section gives details of research done in 

Coimbatore, Dharmapuri and Hosur forest regions) 

# Elephants’ preference to consume agricultural produce (crops and other species such as plantain).  

Why do elephants prefer to consume agricultural produce? 

It has to be borne in mind that, according to elephants, whatever is green, is food for them. They cannot 

differentiate between a privately owned farm and a forest resource. Elephants prefer agricultural produce 

as it is highly nutritious, tasty and easily available in forest border areas.  

 

Root cause analysis and solutions to be implemented before attempting a translocation 

1.) The real reason for HEC needs to be analysed with support from biologists. The root cause needs 

addressed instead of immediately translocating an elephant. 

    Some of the positive examples are: 

# Closure of several resorts encroaching the elephant corridor in the Ooty district. (Refer to news in    

appendix) 

   # Closure of several hundred brick kilns in Thadagam Valley of Coimbatore. (Refer to news in appendix) 

2.) To protect the cultivation, the hanging solar fence method explained in the foundation’s report needs 

to be implemented. This has a high success rate. For example, the Forest College (owned by the 

Agricultural University) in Mettupalayam, Coimbatore district, had implemented the double-layer 

hanging solar fence for its plant nursery and had zero incidents of elephant entry in the past three 

years (as of July 2023) 
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Hanging solar fences, sound alerts and warning lights to protect the cultivation 

 

 

Elephants like to roam in their home range  

Elephants prefer to live in their home range (approx. 100 to 150 kms radius in the forest route) due to the 

following reasons 

A) In the entire home range: 

1) They are familiar with all the migratory routes  

2) They know all the water holes  

3) They know all the different species of edible plants and their locations  

B)  Male elephants form small bachelor groups and develop strong friendships. They prefer to remain with 

their close friends 

Note: The forest route is the route in the dense jungle used by elephants. This is different from the tar 

road route used by humans 

What happens when a male elephant is translocated alone 

In translocation, at the same time, two intense and unbearable shocking events happen in their life. They 

are deprived of both A & B mentioned above 

They struggle to find A (1,2,3) in the new forest. 

They have to develop new friends in the new forest to know A (1,2,3), which may not happen if the native 

herd does not accept this new elephant. (please refer to case 2 in the later section of this document) 

What happens with many elephants after translocation: 

# They do not like the new forest and will be in deep shock. 

# They are not interested in developing new friends (or) the resident elephants of the new forest are not 

interested in becoming friends with this new elephant. 

# They go into a deep shock of missing their close friends in their home range. 

What will such elephants do: 

Such elephants start homing (trying to return to their home range) 
Elephants have an inbuilt system in their brain and they know the exact direction of their home range. 
Even if they are sedated and dropped in a totally new forest (that is several hundred kilometres away), 
they start moving in the correct direction to reach their home range. Such a miracle was observed in three 
cases and discussed in this document. 

Refer to the foundation’s report about hanging solar fences. 
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Disconnected and connected home ranges: 

If the home range is connected by forests, then it becomes easy for the elephants to return to their home 

range by walking through the forests. If the home range is disconnected by cities and towns, then the 

elephant will cross the busy human-populated cities and towns. They will walk on the tar roads and 

national highways used for vehicle transportation. 

About translocations in TN  

Few translocations were tried in TN. Success and failure both were observed.   In this document, only a 

few cases are discussed. 

Failure is due to the reasons mentioned in this report. 

Elephant translocation case details covered in this report 

• Coimbatore Chinna Thambhi  &  Peria Thambhi (Tamil Nadu (TN)) 

• Dharmapuri Makna (TN) & its friend (Un-named elephant) 

• Chinnakanal Arikomban (Idukki, Kerala) and its friend Chakka Komban 

Elephants returning to the home range (homing) - examples from TN & Kerala: 

CASE 1: CHINNA THAMBHI  - 2019 

Home Range and Capture Location:  Thadagam, Coimbatore in Jan 2019 

Translocated to: Varagaliyar, Anamalai Tiger Reserve (adjacent to Parambikulam, Kerala).  Disconnected 

from his home range by cities, and towns. This is a different forest range a few hundred of Kms away from 

the release spot of its friend Vinayagan. 

Elephant Chinna Thambi (means small brother) was separated from its close friend Vinayagan in this 

translocation. The elephant came down from the hill (Anamalai) to the plains (near Udumalpet town) in 

search of his friend. He did not move in the opposite direction, towards Parambikulam (Kerala) 

Final result: FD captured and tamed him. The elephant is in captivity in Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR). High 

Court case won by the FD because of the biased, unscientific report given by Ajay Desai (He/Him). Desai’s 

report completely ignored the sociological and psychological factors of the elephant. 

A partially known story of the elephant’s friend : 

Vinayagan who was separated from Chinna Thambhi was translocated (Dec 2018) and left alone in the 

Mudumalai forest. Initially, for a few weeks, his movements were monitored using a radio collar. After 

that, his whereabouts were not known. 

Was this translocation necessary? 

News reports say that a small section of farmers and Brick Kiln (illegal) owners in the Thadagam area had 

demanded this removal and also brick kiln encroachment as a main reason for HEC.    

 
Important: The same place has hundreds of brickkilns encroaching on the forest areas. A Madras High 
Court order mandated the closure of all these brick kilns. (refer to news) 
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Note: Elephants like to eat the pith (the soft centre portion) of the palm tree wood, used to burn bricks at 
the brick kilns. 
A large section of people were against removing Chinna Thambi from his abode and converting him into a 

captive elephant. 

A petition was given by the public to the district collector to close these illegal brick kilns and bring back 

Vinayagan and Chinna Thambi to their native territory. 

These two translocations could have been avoided by using hanging solar fences and other mitigation 

measures. 

Even if translocation was done, the FD could have left both elephants in the same forest area. 

The same was reflected by scientists and people involved in wildlife matters. 

 

 

 

Case 1: 

News articles and 

photos follow…… 
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 Deccan Chronicle – 05 Feb 2019 
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Posters saying elephants Chinnathambi and Vinayagan abode is the jungle.                                                  

It also echos the voice of the translocated elephants saying  “Please let us live” 

People in Coimbatore protested to bring Chinna Thambi and Vinayagan back to their native territory     

(2-Feb-2019). There was also a fans club for the elephant at his abode Thadagam 
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CASE 2: DHARMAPURI MAKNA - 2023  

 

Home Range and First Capture Location: Dharmapuri, Tamil Nadu (Near Karnataka Border) 

Translocated to (6 Feb 2023):  Varagaliyar, Anamalai Tiger Reserve (adjacent to Parambikulam, Kerala).  

Disconnected by several cities and towns. Several hundred Kms away from home range. 

Even this elephant was separated from its very close friend elephant (name not kept for the friend) 

 

 

 

 

This elephant travelled more than 150 kms crossing several villages, Pollachi town and reached the busy 

human-populated Coimbatore city in Feb 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second and third attempts of capture as the elephant started its homing journey: 

Please see the maps in the next two pages to understand the homing journeys 

Due to the foundation’s Madras High Court’s Sep 2021 order “NOT to convert any wild elephant to captive 

elephant”, the elephant was captured a second time in the busy Coimbatore city and once again 

translocated to another forest (Valparai Mountain Range, which is also adjacent to Anamalai & 

Parambikulam). During the last week of July 2023, he was roaming the villages near Pollachi town and a 

third attempt was completed to capture and translocate him to another forest range in Valparai. 

 

 

  

Jan 2023 - Dharmapuri makna elephant along with its close friend (in front, with tusk) in Dharmapuri 
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Dharmapuri Makna - First Homing Journey (Yellow Line) 

Start: Varagaiyar camp, Anamalai Tiger Reserve (Blue placemark at the bottom in the above image) 

Destination: Home range Dharmapuri (Blue placemark on the top in the above image) 

Captured 2nd time (23 Feb 2023) in Highly Populated Coimbatore City (Red placemark, in the middle, in 

the above image) and released in Manaampalli,  Valparai, TN 

In the process of returning, it had a very narrow escape from a train accident in Coimbatore 

Elephants are exposed to such very high risks when they try for homing by crossing unknown cities, 

towns 

When this elephant was trying to return, its close friend in Dharmapuri roamed near the capture spot 

for several days, unable to find its companion. 
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Dharmapuri Makna crossing a busy highway during the homing journey 

Dharmapuri Makna breaking the compound wall of a house during the homing journey 
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Dharmapuri Makna - Second Homing Journey (Red Line) 

Start: Manaampalli, Valparai (Yellow placemark at the bottom in above image) 

Destination: Home range Dharmapuri (Violet placemark on the top in the above image) 

Captured 3rd time (31 July 2023): Near Sethumadai Village, foothills of Anamalai (Blue placemark, in 

the middle, in the above image). The elephant was radio-collared and released in Chinna Kallar, 

Valparai, TN.  

Status of elephant as of 5th Sep 2023: Forest dept staff are patrolling, monitoring the movement of the 

elephant and preventing it from moving in the direction of its home range. 

In both the homing journeys the elephant moved in the 

correct direction, towards its home range Dharmapuri 
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Tragic End of Isolated Dharmapuri Makhna Elephant 

In Nov 2023, forest officials found the decomposing dead 

body of this translocated elephant. 

They suspected that, it had a fatal fall from a steep rocky 

terrain 
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CASE 3: ARIKOMBAN - 2023  

Home Range: Chinnakanal, Idukki District, Kerala 

Translocated to: Periyar Tiger Reserve (Kerala-Tamil Nadu Border) on 29th April 23 

This elephant was found with a group (Chakka Komban(m) and two females and two calves). After the 

elephant was translocated, the group came and 

destroyed a home and cultivation.  

In this case, also the elephant started moving 

towards its home range Chinnakanal (Note: It 

did not move in the opposite direction towards 

Kanyakumari (southern tip of India)) 

On the return journey first, it went to Mega 

Malai (a hill) and then to Cumbum town. The 

TN FD captured him at this place and shifted 

him further south towards Kanya Kumari and 

released him in Kalakad Mundathurai Tiger 

Reserve (KTR) in Western Ghats on 6th Jun 23. 

The elephant is in this place as of 13th Aug 

2023. 

The elephant had multiple injuries on its body, 

in specific there was a deep wound on its trunk. 

Kerala FD report says these injuries were 

caused by a fight with another tusker before it 

was captured in Chinnakanal. It also said he is 

partially blind in the right eye.  

 

Injuries on the leg 

Trunk injury was there before the first capture in Chinnakanal, Idukki, Kerala 
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Homing journey of Arikomban 

The map above shows his journey back to his native territory before he was 

captured the second time in Cumbum (TN) (Arrow in map) by Tamil Nadu FD. 

Journey was from Periyar Tiger Reserve to  Chinakknal, Idukki (his home range 

indicated on top) 
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 Arikomban in Cumbum town, Tamil Nadu, during homing journey 



 

               Elsa Foundation                                       Page 19 of 27                   Male elephants’ translocation case studies 

Experts from a biologist’s research about male elephants' socialisation 

# From  “Millenial Male Elephants of the Eastern Ghats” by Dr. Nishant Srinivasaiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

What may have triggered the initial movement of elephants out of the forested habitats of 

this region could be the extensive degradation, within their home range, of large forest 

patches south of North Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary and Bannerghatta National Park because 

of cattle grazing and other human-induced disturbances.  

Therefore, our priority should be to provide space, time, and safety to elephants within the 

forest and to improve their habitats south of these two protected areas. The forest would 

then be more attractive to elephants in terms of availability of resources and lack of 

disturbances. This is no doubt a herculean task, very easy for foresters and researchers to 

talk about, but it is easy to lose focus and target the elephant instead.  

Immediate ‘conflict management’ in this highly volatile landscape, where the main issue is 
crop damage and human and elephant deaths, should not be focused on the capture and 
removal of male elephants, but on landscape-level planning and modifying lifestyles and 
farm-based practices of humans in and around the conflict areas. Such a strategy would 
help reduce risks of injuries and deaths for both people and elephants and crop loss. 

Young male elephants group in Hosur, TN – Image Vinod Moses 
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# The ‘State Of Affairs’ Of The Asian Elephant Elephas Maximus In The Hosur And 
Dharmapuri Forest Divisions Of Tamil Nadu, India by Ramesh Babu et al. 
 

Study done from Nov 2006 to June 2007 
 

Conclusion: 
 
The forests and elephants of Hosur-Dharmapuri reserve forests face threats from heavy 
livestock grazing, 
competition for water resources, woodcutting, exploitation of bamboo, collection of minor 
forest produce, proliferation of the invasive Lantana camara, outbreaks of fire, increase in 
road network and traffic, among others, also resulting in severe levels of HEC. Besides local 
threats, Hosur-Dharmapuri faces external threats due to its proximity to the towns of 
Bengaluru (=Bangalore), Hosur, Dharmapuri, and Krishnagiri.  
 
During surveys, we recorded around 70 (fuelwood-based) brick kilns in the area with a 
concentration in 
the Jawalagiri Range. These mainly cater to the construction boom happening in Bengaluru 
and elsewhere. The pressures will only increase in the coming years with growing human 
populations both in rural areas and nearby towns. The human population of the former 
undivided Dharmapuri district has risen by 16.7% since 1991 and has now a density of c. 
297 individuals/sq. km.  
 
Krishnagiri and Hosur are two large towns in the Krishnagiri district, while Dharmapuri is the 
main town in the Dharmapuri district. Hosur, which was earlier a village, has developed into 
a busy industrial town and manufacturing base for major Indian companies with a 
population of about 84,000 people. The metropolis of Bengaluru, 40 km from Hosur, is 
expanding rapidly. The human population of Bengaluru is now around 6.5 million, having 
grown by 34.8% during the last ten years. 
 
Considering all these, there is an urgent need to tackle the conservation issues facing the 
forest and its elephants, or there will be a further exodus of elephants out of the area, as 
witnessed during the 1980s. The conservation initiative in Hosur-Dharmapuri has to be 
essentially linked to the rest of the contiguous tract of the southern Eastern Ghats ranges, 
as the establishment of large and contiguous protected areas is crucial for the long-term 
survival of wildlife (see Johnsingh et al. 2010) and especially elephants which have a large 
home range. The adjoining forest divisions of this region face threats of their own and these 
forests are gradually getting degraded and fragmented due to various developmental 
activities and biotic pressures (AERCC 1998). Hence, it is vital that the forest integrity and 
habitat quality over this entire tract are ensured for the overall survival of elephants and 
that each site is not looked at in isolation. 
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Recommendations 

Single male elephants cannot bear two highly intense & harsh shocks given to them, at the same time, in 

translocation 

A – Suddenly dumping them, all alone, in a new & completely unfamiliar forest terrain 

B – Removing them from their very close friends 

Due to these reasons, translocation needs to be totally avoided. Mitigation methods such as                   

“Hanging Solar Fences” to prevent elephants entry into agricultural fields have given excellent results. 

Many hanging solar fence projects were tried and tested. This system is easy to install, very low 

maintenance, affordable for poor farmers and safe for the animals.  

The government should provide maximum subsidy for the erection of hanging solar fences 

The subsidy should reach the farmers without hassles. 

Note: Refer to the foundation’s report about hanging solar fences. 

Important: Do not try to install horizontal fences. The elephants will break them easily. 

Harming the elephants that enter villages, by throwing crackers on them or weapons on them needs to 

be banned, this may lead to injury to the body and eyes or may result in death. The operations of moving 

the elephants back to the forest should be done only by the forest department staff. The public should be 

prevented from doing this. The use of negative, harsh words by media to describe elephants that consume 

agricultural produce needs to stop due to the facts explained here. (Please refer to MoEF’s circular about 

this, on the foundation’s website) 

Indian Elephant Biologists Project References 

# PhD Research on Male Elephant Groups by Nishant Srinivasaiah 

# All-Male Groups in Asian Elephants: A Novel, Adaptive Social Strategy in Increasingly Anthropogenic 
Landscapes of Southern India by Nishant Srinivasaiah et al. 

# The Rurban Elephant: Behavioural Ecology of Asian Elephants in Response to Large-Scale Land Use 

Change in a Human-Dominated Landscape in Peri-Urban Southern India - Nishant Srinivasaiah et al. 

# Millenial Male Elephants of the Eastern Ghats by Nishant Srinivasaiah. 

# Usual Populations, Unusual Individuals: Insights into the Behavior and Management of Asian Elephants in 
Fragmented Landscapes by Nishant Srinivasaiah et al. 
 
# “Lost River Disturbed Wildlife” - Encroachment of elephant routes by brick kilns in Thadagam Valley, 

Coimbatore by ERC 

# Consequences of land use, land cover changes in elephant migratory routes of Coimbatore by Ramkumar 

(Late), Ramakrishnan et al.                                                                                                                                                                       

# The ‘state of affairs’ of the Asian elephant in the Hosur and Dharmapuri forest divisions of Tamil Nadu, 

India. - M. Ramesh Babu et. Al. (Dec 2012) 
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# A pachyderm perfume: odour encodes identity and group membership in African elephants by Katharina 

E. M. von Dürckheim, Louwrens C. Hoffman, Carlos Poblete‑Echeverría, Jacqueline M. Bishop, Thomas E.   

Goodwin, Bruce A. Schulte & Alison Leslie 
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Translocation of 500 elephants 
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The socialisation of male elephants at a zoo 

https://financialtribune.com/articles/people-environment/45740/socializing-more-important-to-zoo-
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Brain cell damage to elephants in solitary confinement 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/what-happens-when-captive-us-elephants-live-
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Rhinos slaughtered by orphan adolescent elephants due to lack of guidance from senior bulls 

https://familyandcommunityimpact.org/this-story-about-elephants-can-teach-us-about-building-stronger-

human-communities/ 

Video References 

# Dharmapuri Makna's narrow escape from the train accident in Coimbatore, while trying to home 

 

https://elsafoundationcharity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Darmapuri-Makna-Escape-from-Train-in-

Coimbatore.mp4 

 

# TedEx talk by elephant biologist Nishant Srinivasaiah about the importance of keeping the male elephant 

groups intact, the important role the senior male elephants play in guiding the younger males and the 

serious negative impact of capturing the senior male elephants 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCyAQy54D-Y 

 

 

Acronyms & Meanings 

 

TN – Tamil Nadu                      FD – Forest Department                  Makna – Male Elephant Without Tusks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case studies from 

Africa follow……… 

https://familyandcommunityimpact.org/this-story-about-elephants-can-teach-us-about-building-stronger-human-communities/
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https://elsafoundationcharity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Darmapuri-Makna-Escape-from-Train-in-Coimbatore.mp4
https://elsafoundationcharity.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Darmapuri-Makna-Escape-from-Train-in-Coimbatore.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCyAQy54D-Y
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             Appendix – Examples of elephant group translocations in Africa 

 

 
KENYA - 62 Elephants Translocation 
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  MALAWI – 500 Elephants Translocation 
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 MALAWI – 263 Elephants Translocation 
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