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➢ Old format Jallikattu - report - 2007  

 (Very first & only report submitted to Supreme Court, based on 

which and based on the solid facts presented by AWBI and Mr. 

A.Nagaraja (petitioner & father of the jallikattu victim) the very first 

jallikattu ban order in July 2007 was issued by the SC, later the event 

was allowed in Jan 2008 based on the petition by TN Govt.  

Based on this report for the very first time in the history of Jallikattu, 

rules for conducting the events were framed in Jan 2008 by the SC) 

 

➢ New format Jallikattu- report - 2012 (after implementing 

the Supreme Court Jan 2008 rules)  

(This report played a critical role in getting the 2014 SC all India bull 

events ban judgment) 
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Section – 1 
 

• Introduction 

• Four forms of jallikattu 

• Cruel methods used by the bull owners to 

make the bull run aggressively 

• Old format jallikattu (before 2008 SC rules) 

• Jallikattu CULT – What is it?  

• Reality of jallikattu 

• Five freedoms of animals  

• Violations of laws and constitution 

• History of the Jallikattu court case 
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Introduction 

Jallikattu is a bull-taming event that is done in the state of Tamil Nadu, India. This report analyzes various 

dimensions & crucial problems impacting humans & animals due to this event. 

Four forms of Jallikattu 

Vaadi: (current format after 2008 Supreme Court rules were implemented) 

In this type the bulls are forcefully pushed into an arena through an entry gate called “Vaadi Vaasal” 

Several tamers will be jumping on the bull to hold its hump. If a tamer can hold a bull’s hump for a 

specified distance (when the bull runs), then he is declared a winner.  

Manjuvirattu  (Rules are NOT followed in this type): 

In this type, the bull is let loose in an open space (or) in a designated running path. There is NO entry gate, 

NO designated tamers, and NO barricades that separate the public from tamers. People standing on the 

venue (or) both sides of the designated path will scream and try to attack the bull with their hands. The 

primary purpose of this type of event is to harass the bull. This format is very dangerous to people and 

bulls. In Karnataka & Andhra border districts (Vellore, Tirupattur, Krishnagiri, Thiruvanamalai) in many 

venues, this event is done by attaching some kind of tall decorative materials to the horns of the bulls. 

Vadam: (means rope in Tamil) 

In this type of Jallikattu, the bull is tied in the centre of the ground with a big rope on its neck, so that it 

can’t move more than a distance of 15 ft radius. It has to move within that circular arena. The arena is of 

20 feet radius and it’s guarded with barricades tied closely in a circular way. 

There will be several tamers trying to tame the bull within a specified time. The audience are seated 

behind the barricades. The contestants go near the bull to catch it. When the bull chases them they utilise 

the safety space of 5 ft where the bull cannot reach. The tamers move in different directions around the 

bull so that the animal gets confused and becomes restless. This method is used by the tamers to tame it. 

This type of jallikattu is not widely done. 

 
Eruthu vidum vila (vizha) (Bull Race) (Rules are NOT followed in this type): 

In this method, no one catches the bull but people scream and hit the bull with their hands. The terrified 

bull is made to run for its life. The fastest-running bull is declared the winner. This type is widely done in 

Andhra and Karnataka border districts Krishnagiri, Vellore, Thirupattur etc. 

Cruel methods used by the bull owners to make the bull run aggressively 

• Slashing the bull with knives. 

• Twisting the bull’s tail 

• Kicking it with the foot 

• Attacking the bull with a wooden log / stick 
 

The below activities existed before SC rules for conducting the events were implemented in Jan 2008 

• The bull is force-fed with liquor  

• Eye irritants (chilli powder, lemon extract etc.) are poured into the bull's eyes. 
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Old format jallikattu (before 2008 SC rules to conduct the event) 

 

 

In the old format, even the general public can tame a bull. There are no identified tamers. 

There are NO barricades separating the tamers and the public.                                                        

A single bull has to face a minimum of 1 lakh people. 
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A close observation of the above image shot at a Jallikattu event (before SC 2008 rules) clearly 

shows the following:   

At a single point of time: 

• A huge crowd pulls the neck of the bull with a rope towards the front direction. The 

sudden pull with huge force cuts the throat of the bull. 

• Its tail is twisted and pulled harshly towards the left direction. 

• Both its hind legs are lifted and pulled towards back direction to immobilize the animal. 

• A group of people jump on its hump. To get a grip on the running animal people use their 

sharp finger nails to hold the body of the bull resulting in bruises all over the animal’s 

body 

• Another group pulls its horn. People attack the animal with non stop blows 

Can an animal be subjected to more cruelty than this? 

The animal suffers with extreme pain because at a single point of time its body, limbs, tail and 
horn are pulled in multiple directions, scratched with nails and thrashed to the ground by the 
huge angry mob. 
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Jallikattu CULT – What is it? 

Jallikattu is a CULT that was developed by politicians and Tamil media (run by the political parties (or) 

supporting political parties) to brainwash people & gain their vote bank. 

An artificial image of jallikattu is repeatedly and strongly portrayed by all the political parties, Tamil media, 

& people who support jallikattu. The following are their fake propaganda 

• It is Tamil culture & tradition 

• We are doing this to preserve the native breeds of cattle 

• We take care of the bulls like our children. 

• Foreign business entities are trying to make our native cattle extinct 

• We follow the rules perfectly, for conducting the events. 

This cult is so strong that no one dares to speak against Jallikattu. Anyone who dares to 

speak against jallikattu is branded as Anti-Tamil.  

Apart from that, people speaking about banning jallikattu are threatened, stones are hurled at their 

homes, abused on social media using vulgar words etc.  

This report focuses on the following topics to prove that all the above are fake 

statements that are repeatedly told to brainwash the general public. 

• It is NOT Tamil tradition & culture 

• Tamil Pride reduced to meagre animal abuse and killing innocent people 

• Preserving native breed has NO connection with Jallikattu 

• Tamil Nadu farmers prefer foreign-breed cattle. 

• Government cattle semen banks preserve foreign-breed semen in major quantities 

• Government cattle breeding farms promote foreign breed and foreign cross-bred 

cattle. 

• Banks don’t give loans to native-breed bulls 

• It is politically motivated & commercialised 

• A drastic increase in COVID deaths due to politicians’ vote bank politics. 

• It is a huge business done to benefit a few vested interests and politicians. 

• Rules are never adhered to  

• No foreign business entities are involved in this 
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Reality of Jallikattu 

 

  

Jallikattu is barbaric, sadistic, uncontrollable, does not follow any rules, and 

does not reflect real Tamil culture and tradition due to the following 

reasons. 

1.) Bulls are: 

Abused, harassed, tortured, forced to participate, mutilated, brutally injured 

and killed 

2.) Innocent spectators are: 

Not provided safety, seriously injured  & killed 

3.) The rules are: 

Blatantly violated in every event (refer to the Jallikattu rules 2017  published 

by Tamil Nadu govt. and Guidelines by Animal Welfare Board of India (central 

govt body) in the appendix.) 

 

4.) Due to political pressure: 

The state govt. officials & government pleaders have been presenting fake 

information in reports & in court affidavits. 

 

5.) The events are conducted by: 

Selfish politicians, for their vote bank politics 

6.) Protests were provoked using fake Tamil pride and valour by: 

Selfish politicians and their Tamil media houses, for their vote bank politics 

7.) The events are: 

Marred by corruption 

 

8.) Dalits are: 

Ignored, prevented and violently attacked 

To prove points 1 to 4 sample images are kept on the following sections. More images 

can be seen in the following reports by the foundation 

• Jallikattu reports – Year 2007 & 2012 

Proof of points 5 to 8 are there in the following sections of this report 
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Animal welfare assessment using the Five Freedoms 

Before anyone attempts to use any animal for any human-centric activities (Ex: jallikattu), they must 

thoroughly understand the scientific facts related to animals in biological, physiological, ethological, 

sociological and psychological aspects.  

Using animals without understanding these facts (or) without having proper knowledge (or) without doing a 

deep study in these animal sciences will lead to miserable cruelty to animals in all these aspects. 

Animals’ welfare is accessed by the principles of five freedoms: 

1. Freedom from thirst and hunger  
2. Freedom from discomfort  
3. Freedom from pain, injury, and disease  
4. Freedom to express normal behaviour  
5. Freedom from fear and distress 

The facts presented in this book are also based on the above principles.  

The above are only fundamental welfare criteria. These can be further enhanced to achieve higher levels 

of physical and psychological well-being.  

Bulls, by nature, are animals of prey. This fear of prey animals is misused by the tamers (who play the role 

of hunters) to intimidate the bull in Jallikattu 

Jallikattu miserably fails in all the above 5 freedoms. 

Violation of laws & constitution in jallikattu 

Violation of various laws and sections of the Constitution that protects people (including Article 21 of the 

Constitution, IPC section 299 – Culpable homicide; IPC section 300 – Murder) 

Following laws & constitutional sections related to the protection of animals are violated: 

# The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 

# Article 21 of the Constitution (Protection of life and personal liberty) 

# Article 51A (g) of the Constitution 

Fundamental duties  

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the natural environment including 

forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for living creatures 

 

 

 
SC Judgement - Application of Article 21 to animals follows ……………………. 
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Excerpts from the Honourable SC final judgement (May 2014, Nagaraja, AWBI) on the 

application of Article 21 of the Constitution, to animals 

 

 

 

 

 

RIGHT TO LIFE: 

Para 62 (in the judgement): Every species has a right to life and security, subject to the law 

of the land, which includes depriving its life, out of human necessity. Article 21 of the 

Constitution, while safeguarding the rights of humans, protects life and the word life has 

been given an expanded definition and any disturbance from the basic environment which 

includes all forms of life, including animal life, which are necessary for human life, fall within 

the meaning of Article 21 of the Constitution.  

So far as animals are concerned, in our view, life means something more than mere survival 

or existence or instrumental value for human-beings, but to lead a life with some intrinsic 

worth, honour and dignity. Animals well-being and welfare have been statutorily recognised 

under Sections 3 and 11 of the PCA Act and the rights framed under the Act. Right to live in 

a healthy and clean atmosphere and right to get protection from human beings against 

inflicting unnecessary pain or suffering is a right guaranteed to the animals under Sections 3 

and 11 of the PCA Act read with Article 51A(g) of the Constitution.  

Right to get food, shelter is also a guaranteed right under Sections 3 and 11 of the PCA Act 

and the Rules framed thereunder, especially when they are domesticated. Right to dignity 

and fair treatment is, therefore, not confined to human beings alone, but to animals as well. 

Right, not to be beaten, kicked, over-ridder, over-loading is also a right recognized by Section 

11 read with Section 3 of the PCA Act. Animals have also a right against human beings not 

to be tortured and against the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering.  

Penalty for violation of those rights are insignificant since laws are made by humans. 

Punishment prescribed in Section 11(1) is not commensurate with the gravity of the offence, 

hence being violated with impunity defeating the very object and purpose of the Act, hence 

the necessity of taking disciplinary action against those officers who fail to discharge their 

duties to safeguard the statutory rights of animals under the PCA Act. 

Article 21 in The Constitution of India 1949 

Protection of life and personal liberty  

No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty 

except according to procedure established by law 
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History of the jallikattu court case and Tamil Nadu jallikattu amendment law 

Original Jallikattu format (before Jan 2008): 

Jallikattu (bull taming) is a highly unorganised barbaric event practised in the state of Tamil Nadu 

camouflaged in the name of culture, Tamil pride and sport of valour (refer to photos in 2007 report). 

The events involve a huge un-imaginable crowd of spectators, bull owners and tamers. 

The whole event is based on the “fear of the bull”. The bull being a prey animal naturally is terrified by the 

insane mob trying to catch it, attack it, jump on it and push it to the ground. 

The “ban jallikattu case” was started by the victim’s father: 

A brilliant fine arts college student (Marimuthu; about 18 yrs old) went to see the Alanganallur jallikattu 

(Madurai district) and sketch a painting of the event in the year 2004. He had won several prizes and 

accolades for his artistic talent.   

He was gored to death by a terrified bull that ran for its life to escape from the crowd and tamers. The 

primary reason for his death was serious injuries and several hours of delay in taking him to the hospital. 

The victim’s father’s name is Nagaraja (he is not alive now). He filed a PIL in the Madurai bench of the 

Madras High Court, to totally ban Jallikattu.  

The total ban by Madras High Court (Madurai Bench) Justice Banumathi 

In another case seeking permission to conduct a rekla race (bullock cart race) by a person  Mr. 

Muniasamythevar, Honourable Justice Banumathi gave an order to totally ban all kinds of bull events 

(Jallikattu, Rekla Race, Manjuvirattu etc.) and implement the PCA Act on                29th-March-2006. 

On 9th-Mar-2007 this total ban was revoked by the quorum of Honorable                                                       

“Justice Dharma Rao Elipe  & Justice P.P.S. Janarthana Raja” at the Madurai bench of Madras High Court. 

Along with this case, the Nagaraja case was also clubbed. AWBI had requested a total ban on all bull events 

in this case. Later this case was moved to Supreme Court by the AWBI. The foundation’s 2007 Jallikattu 

report was presented in this case. This was the very first & only report presented to the High Court in 2007. 

The first Supreme Court ban, based on the foundation’s 2007 report: 

The foundation’s 2007 report was the very first & only report presented to SC in 2007. The case was heard 

by Honorable Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan, Justice Tarun Chatterjee and Justice R.V. Raveendran. 

Considering the enormous animal cruelty involved in Jallikattu and the large number of innocent people 

killed at the events, Jallikattu was totally banned in 2007 July by the Honourable Supreme Court, based on 

the foundation’s report.  

Jallikattu with rules (from Jan 2008) 

In 2008 January based on the petition given by the Tamil Nadu government the event was allowed again by 

SC, but with very stringent rules. These stringent rules made major changes in the way the event was 

conducted (compare photos of 2007 & 2012 reports to know the difference).  

Unfortunately, the state government and the organising committees (in villages) failed to comply with the 

SC rules in the majority of the instances and failed to provide safety to the public and bulls. 
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Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act 2009 (TNRJA) 
Tamil Nadu assembly passed this law to regulate the jallikattu, unfortunately, in this ACT, there is not a 
single word about the welfare of the bulls & compensation for victims’ families. 

Ministry of Environment & Forests bull ban notification (July 2011) 

MoEF (Minister Mr. Jairam Ramesh, Congress) issued a notification on 11th July 2011 saying bulls cannot be 

used as performing animals. After a few years, for gaining political mileage, this notification was revoked 

by the ruling BJP on 8th Jan 2016. SC stayed this notification. 

SC final judgement banning all cattle events permanently (May 2014): 

On seeing the violations regularly happening and the deaths of humans and bulls, the Supreme Court 

(Honorable Judges K.S. Radhakrishnan & Pinaki Chandra Ghose) upheld the rights of animals in its 

landmark final judgement delivered in the Nagaraja, AWBI case in May 2014.  

The judgment is very critical and important and it gives an elaborate explanation of the rights of animals, 

compassion towards animals, the Prevention of the Cruelty to Animals Act and the sections in the 

constitution that talks about compassion and protection of animals. 

After the judgement, the event did not happen for two years (in 2015 & 16) 

This landmark judgment is used as a reference in several other animal rights & welfare cases all over India. 

With perseverance, AWBI did a highly commendable & appreciable job in this whole case despite 

enormous pressure.  SC also scrapped the TNRJA Act thru this judgment. 

TV channels kickstarted the jallikattu debate after 2 years gap: 

Till 31st Dec 2016, Tamil TV Channels (mostly run by various political parties (or) biased towards a party) 

were debating about the impact of demonetization. Suddenly from 1st Jan 2017, they started continual 

broadcasts, trying to blame the Supreme Court for not allowing the event and telecasted several 

provocating interviews, talk shows and debates in support of Jallikattu. 

TV channels were the root cause for provoking the protest: 

The TV channels (run by political parties (or) that support a party) repeatedly broadcast that jallikattu is 

Tamil Pride and Tamil sport of valour. On seeing these provocating videos, shows and interviews on TVs 

that were broadcast almost every day, a group of college students without having any idea about the 

content of the Supreme Court verdict, critical problems involved in jallikattu, animal cruelty, violations of 

law, violation of the constitution and the appalling living condition of the families who lost their 

breadwinner in jallikattu etc. started a small protest in Marina Beach in Chennai. This protest spread to 

various parts of the state immediately, due to the continuous promotion given to the protest by various TV 

channels. 

Mob Effect: 

More than 95% of the people who participated in the protest, had never seen a live jallikattu (as Jallikattu, 

originally, was conducted in very few southern states). In psychological terms, their participation was more 

of a mob effect without understanding the problems’ basics. 

Movie actors’ played an important role in promoting jallikattu: 

On seeing the mob effect even movie actors joined the protest. They conducted a separate full-day event 

to display their protest. Some of them even joined the mob in Marina beach. They gave pro jallikattu 

interviews on TV. Created video songs. One of the actors who was very active in the protest said a shocking 
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statement that he has never seen a live jallikattu, which indicates that without knowing even the basics of 

the problem, so many celebrities had provoked the protest. This provocation further led to the mob frenzy. 

Gaining political mileage out of the Jalikattu protest: 

In 2017 Jan, the then temporary Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Mr.O.Panneerselvam (elected temporarily 

after the death of the then CM Ms. J. Jayalalitha) did not take any initiatives to control the protest. There 

was not a single arrest. The only action done was: the police force was used to remove a small group of 

people who were protesting in Marina beach (Chennai) even after the law was amended on 31st Jan 2017.          

Mr. O.Paneerselvam wanted to gain political mileage using this Jallikattu protest and also wanted to 

circumvent the Supreme Court’s May 2014 final judgment.  He passed the Jallikattu Bill in the Tamil Nadu 

Assembly to amend the “Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act” and allow the conduct of Jallikattu. 

Jallikattu bill passed in assembly with 100% votes in favour: 

The bill was unanimously voted in favour of jallikattu, by 100% of the MLAs, from all the parties, as each 

party wanted to gain political mileage out of Jallikattu. 

A bill became a law in just 7 days: 

In a shocking development of incidents, first time in the history of India a bill that was passed in the TN 

assembly on 23rd Jan 2017, became law in just 7 days  (Published in Gazette on 31st Jan 2017). 

Political parties were doing this to gain political mileage and attract the vote bank, but the urgency shown 

by the then Governor of the state (Mr. Vidyasagar Rao ) and the then President of India (Mr. Pranab 

Mukherjee) in approving the bill that promotes a barbaric event, killing several people, bulls and violates 

the Supreme Court judgement is shocking. 

The event continues to happen from Feb 2017 to till date (Nov 2022) for the past 6 years. 

Karnataka & Maharashtra copied Tamil Nadu: 

On seeing Tamil Nadu’s political game of amending the law, Karnataka amended the PCA Act in the same 

year (2017) to allow the barbaric Kambala (buffalo race in the wet agricultural field) and Maharashtra 

amended the law to conduct the Rekla race (bullock cart race). 

In 2019, even Punjab tried to amend the law for conducting bullock-cart races at Kila Raipur village, but 

later it withdrew the bill. 

Event sponsored by politicians in several new districts: 

The event which was originally conducted in very few districts, after the amendment to the law in 2017, 

was promoted by politicians in several new districts. Politicians sponsor and promote the events with huge 

advertisements and marketing techniques. The politicians’ names are announced in the loudspeakers at 

the venue non-stop. Several banners, hoardings and posters are kept at the venue promoting the 

politicians.  

The drastic rise in COVID cases & deaths during Jallikattu season 2021: 

Because of this selfish attitude of the politicians, in 2021 when the whole country was in lockdown due to 

the deadly Delta variant of Coronavirus, the Tamil Nadu government opened the gates for Jallikattu 

without bothering about the precious life of the people. Apart from risking people's lives in Tamil Nadu, 

the then-ruling ADMK party risked the lives of people in other states and globally (infection spreading 

through travel) 
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This COVID variant (Delta) was deadly because it attacked the lungs and caused respiratory failure. The 

patients needed Oxygen cylinders to survive. 

During this 2nd wave of the pandemic, several lakh people died in various parts of the country (refer to the 

data in another section of this report) 

Ignoring all the above facts, the government went in full swing to conduct jallikattu. The impact of this can 

be seen in the drastic rise of COVID cases and deaths during May 2021, the jallikattu season 

Tamil Pride reduced to meagre animal abuse and killing innocent people 

Irresponsible politicians and TV media promoted Jallikattu to such an extent that they built a very strong 

CULT around it. 

This cult is so strong that no one dares to speak against Jallikattu. Anyone who dares to speak against 

jallikattu is branded as Anti-Tamil.  

Apart from that people speaking about banning jallikattu are threatened, stones are hurled at their homes, 

abused on social media using vulgar words etc. There is a case in which a person, due to death threats, 

permanently shifted out of Chennai and moved to Mumbai. 

What is real Tamil tradition, culture and pride: 

Please refer to the other section in this report  

Jallikattu is done for entertainment: 

From the facts presented in this report, it is evident that jallikattu is done, purely for human entertainment 

and does not have any significance in any dimension. 

80% of the people killed are spectators and innocent public walking on streets:                                                                                        

Several human and bull deaths are happening every year. From the data presented in this report, it is 

evident that 80% of the killed people are spectators innocent public walking on streets. This indicates that 

there are serious lapses in safety arrangements for people and bulls. 

No relief for the victim’s families: 

There is no compensation given to the victim’s families by the government (or) the politicians (or) the 

movie stars who promoted the event. The foundation travelled to several interior villages of south Tamil 

Nadu and found that these victims’ families are below the poverty line.  

The widows (of the victims) are struggling to manage their day-to-day basics such as food, clothing and 

shelter, along with their children. Their living conditions are horrible & appalling. 

Apart from the financial trauma, the psychological trauma the family undergoes after losing a very 

important member of the family, cannot be explained with words. 
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Section – 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section – 2 
 

Innocent people & bulls are killed 
for political gains 
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Innocent people & bulls are killed for political gains: 

 

After the amendment of the “Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act” in 

Tamil Nadu on 31st Jan 2017, 105 humans and 28 bulls were killed.  

80% of the killed humans are spectators & innocent public walking on 

streets. This clearly shows that politicians are making people 

scapegoats for their selfish vote bank politics. 

Please refer to Appendix-A to know the details about each kill 

  

The data here is collected from news reports.  

It is partial, as the deaths happening after a few days in the 

hospitals are not reported by newspapers, so the actual killed 

count is much higher 
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Section – 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section – 3 
 

• What is real Tamil tradition & culture? 

• Tamil media hides and ignores the crucial 

problems & barbaric acts 

• Stages of cruelty in jallikattu 

• Photos of various critical problems 
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What is real Tamil tradition & culture? 

The current cruel format of jallikattu had developed only in the past 80 to 

90 years and this barbaric event is propagated as Tamil culture, which is 

false. Classical Tamil literature has documented the original Tamil culture 

in many poems. Compassion towards animals, equal justice, 

environmental conservation, excellent governance that supports people, 

the ethics of a king, promoting various art forms, architecture etc. were 

part of core Tamil culture. We want to quote a few examples here to give 

an idea about the real Tamil culture. Incidents from the lives of the Tamil 

Kings Paari & Manu Needhi Choolan and Life long service by Saint Vallalar 

for promoting compassion are discussed here. 

King Manu Needhi Cholan  (235 BC- 161 BC) 

In his kingdom, fair justice was of the highest importance. One day his son 

ran his chariot over a calf. On seeing the cow's plight, which lost the calf, 

the king killed his son by running the chariot over him. The king did this to 

give justice to the cow and to feel the same pain as that of the cow. 

In Thiruvarur (capital of the kingdom) temple a sculpture depicting this incident was constructed about 

12,000 years before. This incident was documented in Tamil classical works of literature Silapathigaram 

(5th/ 6th century AD) and Periapuranam (1133-1150 AD) 

The king’s name has since then been used as a metaphor for fairness and justice in Tamil literature. 

A statue of the king and a sculpture depicting this incident are kept on the Madras High Court Campus. 

 

 

Statue of the Chola king at 

the Madras High Court 

Thiruvarur temple: 9th century AD sculptures 

depicting the justice given by the Chola king 
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King Paari (Vel Paari) 

King Paari was a core environmentalist. Pāri's fame (environmental affinity) is described in Tamil Sangam 

literature as “One who gave his chariot to a climber plant”. He was so moved that he gave away his chariot 

to a climber plant when he saw that it was struggling to grow without suitable support. 

 

 

Saint Vallalar (1823 – 1874) 

Compassion towards animals was one of the core principles of the saint. Some of his teachings are: 

# Inspired by the Thirukural (the epitome of Tamil literature), he taught compassion & non-violence to the 

masses 

# Service to Living Beings is the path of Liberation / Moksha 

# His literary works include  “The Manumurai Kanda Vāsagam”, describing the life of King Manu Needhi 

Cholan and Jeeva Karunya Ozhukkam, a work emphasizing compassion towards all sentient forms. 

 

Politicians and Tamil media never propagate real Tamil culture 

As the politicians and the politically influenced Tamil media focused fully on developing the Jallikattu CULT, 

they had never thought about or propagated the real Tamil legends, culture, and tradition and how to 

adopt them in the present. 

 

To divert the people from real-life public administration problems this CULT is used. 

A statue depicting the incident from King Paari’s life 
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Tamil media hides and ignores the crucial problems & barbaric acts  

Critical problems, barbaric & sadistic acts, risk to 

human & bulls lives displayed as pictures in the 

following pages were never written, discussed (or) 

broadcast by Tamil media (either run by political 

parties (or) biased towards specific political 

parties). 

Very few neutral media are also never bothered to 

publish/broadcast these highly critical problems. 

On the other hand, these irresponsible Tamil 

media houses, in Jan 2017, repeatedly broadcast 

programmes blaming the Supreme Court’s 2014 

judgement banning jallikattu, provoked the 

Jallikattu protest and kindled the protest to grow 

like a wildfire, which was purely vote bank 

politics. 

Tamil people all over the world believed that this 

fake “Tamil Pride & Valour” propaganda by the 

Tamil media was true and aggressively protested. 

Sample images of irresponsible, barbaric and sadistic acts follow……………… 

To see more such images please refer to the foundation’s reports dated  2007 & 2012 
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Stages of cruelty in jallikattu 

This format displayed on 

the right is NOT applicable 

to the Manjuvirattu form 

of jallikattu.  

In Manjuvirattu there is 

NO narrow entry gate   

(Vadi vaasal), NO arena, 

NO designated tamers, 

NO barricades. 

The bulls are let loose in 

the narrow streets / any 

open area and attacked 

by hundreds of public 

with hands 

QUEUE CRUELTY 

In large-scale events (done by 

politicians to show off), 

hundreds of bulls are squeezed 

in this queue for 12 to 16 hours.  

They are dumped inside the 

queue the previous day night. 

This entire duration their nose 

rope is tightly held by the bull 

owner causing bleeding injuries. 

The bull owners come out of the 

queue by taking turns with the 

substitutes and take rest, but 

the bull suffers in terrible pain 

for this entire duration. 

Due to this horrifying pain all 

the bulls urinate and defecate 

(loose stools) frequently. 
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Photos: Stage 1 & 2 cruelty  

Photos 

Stage 1 of cruelty: Bull Queue 

• Squeezing hundreds of bulls into the Queue 

without rest and fodder for 12 to 16 hours.  

 

• The nose ropes are harshly dragged during 

this entire waiting period, leading to severe 

pain & bleeding 

 

Stage 2 of cruelty: Entry Gate (Vaadi Vaasal) 

• Pulling the nose rope harshly leading to 

severe pain & bleeding. 

 

• Pushing the terrified bull into the arena by  

Attacking with a wooden log / stick 

Attacking with knife 

Kicking with foot 

Twisting the tail 
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Without any space, bulls are squeezed in such queues for 12 to 16 hours without rest & 

food in large events. Out of fear the bulls defecate and urinate frequently 

When an exhausted bull tries to move out of the queue, it is draged using multiple 

hard ropes poked in to the sensitive nose, which leads to severe pain and bleeding  
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Bulls are pulled into the arena 

with enormous force using a hard 

nose rope. 

The rope cuts the soft inner 

portions of the nose. 

Due to the sensitive areas in the 

nose, several bulls suffer from 

serious injuries, pain and 

bleeding. 

The bulls stand in the queue for 

12 to 16 hours without food or 

any medical treatment, while the 

bull owners take turns in shifting 

their team to stand in the queue 

and take rest outside the queue 

The state govt. veterinary team 

allows such injured bulls to be 

used for the event, which is a 

violation of the rules. 
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  Bull forcefully dragged into the arena 

All four legs of a terrified bull were tied and forcefully taken to the arena 
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Bulls are locked inside the entry gate and forced to go into the arena by 

attacking them with wooden logs / knife / kicking them with foot 

Harsh tail twisting by the owner, at the entry gate, to induce pain.  

Such twisting breaks the tail bone, leading to unberable pain to the bull 
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Out of fear, the bull lies down at the arena entry gate (Vaadi Vaasal in Tamil) 
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Photos - Stage 3 cruelty: Inside the arena  

Photos 

Stage 3 of cruelty: Inside the Arena 

• Ear cropping 

• Dozens of tamers jumping on a single bull 

• Head twisting 

• Thrashing the bull upside down 

• Hanging on the neck 

• Attacking with sticks 

Note: All the above are violations of rules, but 

still ignored by the organisers, police and 

govt. officials 
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  Mob of barbaric tamers hitting the bulls with sticks. Police are mute spectators 

The sadistic general public (tamers are in green uniform) enters the arena and attacks 

the bull. The police (on the top right) is a mute spectator of such violations 
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It is not one man vs. one bull – Is this Tamil valour ?                                          

Holding any other body part (other than hump) is a violation of rules 

A dozen tamers twisting the head of a bull. Political parties sponsor T-Shirts to tamers 

to promote their party (DMK party T-shirt in above image)  
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Ear Cropping: 

There is a belief that, if the 

jallikattu bulls’ ears are 

cropped then the bull can 

see 360 degrees and handle 

the tamers effectively. 

Due to this myth, the ears 

of bulls are cropped using 

instruments like blades 

without any anaesthesia.  

The bleeding area is then 

cauterized with a red hot 

iron rod. 

The bull suffers 

unimaginable pain for 

several days. 

Such bulls are also forced 

into the event violating the 

rules. 

Supreme Court final judgement (May 2014 - Nagaraja, AWBI case) 

Observation about the ear-cutting practice 
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Bull’s horn 

broken by 

the tamers 

due to 

brutal 

attack on 

the bull 

Bull’s head 

thrashed on the 

floor. 

Such actions 

lead to serious 

injuries to head, 

horns and eyes 
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Photo – Fight among tamers 

 

 

Photos & news – Bulls killing in jallikattu 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulls are killed in Jallikattu due to the following reasons 

In the Arena: 

➢ Trying to escape, bulls hit the metal gate (or) very hard and rough palm tree 

wooden post (or) stone pillar at the arena entry. 

➢ When the exit is completely blocked the bulls run in the reverse direction. 

➢ In this complete chaos, bulls collide with each other and die 

Outside Arena – After Exit: 

➢ Bulls are taken to several new unfamiliar venues and villages, due to this after 

the bulls exit the arena, they don’t know which way to go and travel several 

kilometres searching for its home. 

➢ During this run for its life, public attack the bull with hands and scream loudly. 

➢ In this chaos bulls fall into open wells, are hit by vehicles, are hit by train 

After the law was amended in 2017, 20 bulls were killed till Nov 2022 

Fight among tamers to decide the real winner. Such fights happen in several events 
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          15th February 2020 

 

As the exit area was blocked by a screaming mob of the public, a bull ran in the 

reverse direction and was hit another bull resulting in the death of a bull at the venue 

BEHIND WOODS NEWS 
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Running bulls hitting 

vehicles are one of 

the major reasons for 

bull killings 

Above:   

The animal 

ambulance which is 

supposed to save the 

life of animals has 

become a huge threat 

to the bulls, as it is 

parked in the middle 

of the bulls’ running 

path. 

Left:   

A bull that hit a van 

at the venue died on 

the spot. 
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Confused, 

terrified 

Jallikattu 

bulls that 

run for their 

life in an 

unfamiliar 

village, end 

up being 

killed by 

trains 

A jallikattu bull hit by a speeding train and thrown on the platform 
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Several tiny, exhausted and sick bulls are forced to participate 
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Photos: Stage-4 Cruelty: Bull exit chaos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos 

Stage 4 of cruelty: Bull exit and further chaos 

Bulls are NOT contained in an enclosed area, so 

bulls run for their lives in a new place (Note: bulls 

are taken to several venues in multiple unfamiliar 

villages). 

The public scream & attack the bulls after the bull 

exits from the arena (illegal parallel jallikattu) 

Terrified bulls on seeing this barbaric mob run for 

their life. They are confused on which route to go 

and due to this 

• Bulls pounce on people, barricades, vehicles, 

shops 

• Runs into house compounds, shops 

• Hit people travelling on two-wheelers 

• Falls into wells 

• Run on train tracks and die by train hit. 

• Not knowing where to go, bulls run several 

kilometres in a new place and get lost  

Many bulls were spotted after several days of 

search. 
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Bulls that run out of the arena exit are attacked on the streets by public 

Bull that runs for its life, from the barbaric mob, slip and fall on the thar road 
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Photos: No safety for the public 

 

 

 

  

 

Bulls let loose:    No safety for the general public  (image above: Thandora Times) 

105 humans were killed from 2017 to 18th Mar 2023, after the law was amended 

During an event, a woman travelling in a two-wheeler was hit by a 

running bull and was tossed in the air. 
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A confused bull, not familiar with the village, jumps into a shop trying to escape 

Unsafe gallery collapsed leading to serious injuries 
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No safety for spectators 

Left: 

Injured spectator 

Below: 

Serious head injury to a 

policeman 

105 humans (80% 

spectators & innocent 

public walking on 

streets) killed after  the 

law amendment in Jan 

2017 till 13-Mar-23. 
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Manjuvirattu & Eruthu Vidum Vizha (Vila): formats of jallikattu does not follow any rules 

There is NO Arena;  No Designated Tamers;  No Barricades; Very Dangerous 

Hundreds of public attack the bull (or) try to catch the bull. This is highly sadistic   
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This cruelty and lapse in human safety is only a minor sample 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bulls subjected to such horrible cruelty have 

to undergo the same torture again and again as 

the bull owners take them to multiple events. 

The animal cruelty, lapse in human safety & 

critical problems depicted in these sample images 

are NOT even 10% of the actual intensity of the 

problems.  

To see the actual intensity of these sadistic 

actions, a physical visit to the jallikattu and 

manjuvirattu (alternate form of jallikattu) venues 

is needed. 

These images, without any doubt, demonstrate 

that jallikattu is done purely for the sake of 

entertainment, the sadistic pleasure of humans 

and the vote bank politics of politicians. 
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Section – 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Section - 4 

Fake propaganda and facts  

• Preserving native breed bull has NO connection with 
jallikattu 
 

• Farmers prefer overseas breed cattle for getting more 
milk 
 

• Many banks do NOT give loans to Tamil Nadu breed 
cattle 
 

• Tamil Nadu government promotes exotic cattle breeds 
 

• TN Animal Husbandry promotes foreign-breed cattle 
 

• TN Government milk company ‘Aavin’ website 
information says exotic breeds are the majority owned 
by farmers and they support farmers for growing 
exotic breeds. 
 

• Jallikattu bulls are NOT allowed to mate during active 
years 
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Preserving native breed bull has NO connection with jallikattu 

If jallikattu is the only way to preserve the native breeds then why the same is not conducted in the 

majority of the districts of Tamil Nadu before the Jan 2017 law amendment? 

Why jallikattu is not conducted in any other state of India? 

If it is a scientifically proven method for preserving a native breed, then why it has not spread to the 

neighbouring states (or) even many other districts of Tamil Nadu? 

The shocking truth is, in the town of Kangeyam (the birthplace of the most famous breed “the Kangeyam 

Kalai (bull)” there has NEVER been a jallikattu conducted.  

It is evident, that jallikattu is just an entertainment event done at the cost of the lives of people and bulls. 

Framers prefer overseas breed cattle for getting more milk 

Since the native cows yield very less milk, compared to their maintenance expenses, farmers in Tamil Nadu 

are interested in having overseas breed cattle or foreign cross-bred cattle, that provide maximum milk 

every day, which in turn leads to getting more profits. Due to this trend imported species of cattle,       

cross-bred are found extensively in every district of Tamil Nadu. 

 

 

 

Many banks do NOT give loans to Tamil Nadu breed cattle 

In several banks (nationalised and private) loan is not provided for Tamil Nadu native breeds, due to the 

low yield of milk. Even banks that have headquarters in Tamil Nadu (ex: Karur Vysya Bank (KVB)) do not 

provide a loan for buying local breeds. The names of the TN breeds such as Kangeyam, Pulikulam, Bargur 

and Umbalachery are not found in this list of cattle breeds eligible for loans.  The banks encourage getting 

foreign breeds. Please see the bank loan approval procedures taken from their websites displayed here. 

Right and above : Information 

printed in the Tamil Nadu Animal 

Husbandry Policy Note (2020-21) 
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Tamil Nadu government promotes exotic cattle breeds 

Right: Information printed on             

Tamil Nadu Animal Husbandry Policy 

Note for 2020-21 

The % of indigenous breed frozen 

semen produced by the government 

is a meagre 7% compared to exotic 

and cross-bred cattle semen. 
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TN Animal Husbandry promotes foreign-breed cattle 

 

 

 

 

 

Breed of cattle maintained in Tamil Nadu government livestock farms 

Information as per TN Animal Husbandry Policy Note 

All 8 farms 

have exotic 

breeds. 

-------------- 

Only 3 out 

of 8 have 

native 

breeds 

--------------- 

Only one 

farm out of 

8 has TN 

breeds 

Kangeyam 

Bargur & 

Pulikulam 
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TN Government milk company ‘Aaavin’ website information 

 

The majority of milch animals in the co-operative ambit in Tamil Nadu are Cross-bred 

Jersey animals with a daily average yield of around 6.80 litres per animal. 

Services offered to milk producers: 

Artificial Insemination Service (AI) using High Genetic merit bull semen 

 

 

 

Jallikattu bulls are NOT allowed to mate during active years 

There is a myth that if the jallikattu bulls are deprived of mating then they will become more aggressive. 

Due to this belief, in several places, jallikattu bulls are not allowed to mate during their active years of 

jallikattu participation. There is a separate category of bulls that are tagged as “Poli Kalai” that is used for 

mating. These bulls don’t participate in Jallikattu. 

Contradiction:  This contradicts the claim made by jallikattu supporters that jallikattu is needed to preserve 

the bull species. 

 

 

 

 

Claim by politicians and ruling state governments (past & present):   

➢ We do Jallikattu to preserve the native breed cattle 

Reality: (Table from Tamil Nadu Animal Husbandry Policy Note 2022-23) 

➢ Tamil Nadu native breed cattle are Kangeyam, Umbalacheri, Pulikulam & Bargur 

➢ These are maintained only in 3 government livestock farms out of the 8 farms.         

➢ All 8 farms have foreign-breed cattle. 
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Section - 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section - 5 

• Jallikattu is a commercial event backed 

by politicians, for vote bank 

• Compensation was never given to the 

victim’s families 
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“The hugely popular rural sport used to be confined to the southern and central districts 

in and around Madurai and Trichy.  

After it was revived in 2017, the event is now held in more places across the state.” 

Extract from “Times of India” News (dated 23rd Jan 2020) 

 

Jallikattu is done for political gains 

Jallikattu is done purely for political gains, aiming at a vote bank. This event originally was done in a few 

districts. After the 2017 amendment of the PCA Act, the event was spread across various districts in Tamil 

Nadu by the politicians aiming at the vote bank. New districts that never had a history of conducting 

Jallikattu were included in the event list (ex: Coimbatore, Erode, Tirupur etc.) Politicians sponsor various 

events with an enormous amount spent on advertising and marketing. Banners, posters, and hoardings 

praising the politicians are kept everywhere. Prices such as cars, bikes, gold ornaments, gold coins etc. are 

given by politicians. T-Shirts for tamers are sponsored. Continuous announcements of the politician’s name 

on the loudspeaker are done. These are some of the marketing techniques used by politicians to promote 

themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jallikattu is a commercial profit-making business with huge political influence 

Several lakhs of rupees of money are collected by the jallikattu organising committees in the following 

forms. These committees are strongly controlled by political parties. 

• Registration of the bulls for the event, for a huge amount in the black market 

• Advertisements in the form of banners, hoardings and sponsoring the prize. 

• TV broadcast rights             # Foreign tourist package 

Above:  News from Times of India  dated 21st Jan 2017                                                                                                                                             

The only political leader who reveals the truth about Jallikatu is Dr. Krishnaswamy                           

(Founder - Puthiya Tamilagam (New Tamil Nadu) party) 
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Past CM & Deputy CM inaugurating a Jallikattu event at Alanganallur, which violates the TN Jallikattu 

rule 2017 that says  “Events can only be conducted on open grounds”.  Alanganallur jallikatu venue is 

in the middle of a congested residential area, with narrow streets.                                                              

Image by O.Pannerselvam (twitter) 

Present CM (2022): Gifting a ring to the winner.  Image: jallikattuphotos.com 
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Ministers distributing car prizes to winners                                                                            

(top: present (DMK party) & middle: former (ADMK party ))   

Images: on top: Simplicity;  middle: Coimbatore Live  
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A political party poster saying, they will conduct jallikattu despite the ban 

Ex-Minister (ADMK party) and district collector giving a car prize to the winner            

Party MLAs were present.                                                                                                                 

(Jan 2018) 
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 A poster with Ex-Minister’s image (ADMK Party).  It says Bullet Bike prize. 

Poster says: Mr. Rahul Gandhi is visiting the Avaniapuram (Madurai)  jallikattu venue on 14-Jan-2022 
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Tamil Nadu BJP President Mr.Annamalai at an jallikattu event (2022) 

Such large political party hoardings with ministers’ images are kept at every venue 
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Compensation was never given to the victim’s families 

The victims’ families' living conditions are deeply shocking and appalling. They struggle for their daily food. 

Several widows with school-going children or old-aged parents without any form of support are crushed 

mentally and financially. Their sufferings cannot be described in words. 

The politicians who aggressively sponsor & promote Jalliakttu for their political gains are least bothered 

about the killed victims' families and their livelihoods. They do not pay any form of compensation / job to 

the suffering families that are below the poverty line 

Hindu News Article – Dated 31st Jan 2021 

(Describes the appalling condition of the victim’s parents) 

Of lives, limbs and the bull run 
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Times of India News Article – Dated 23rd Jan 2020     

(Describes the appalling condition of the victim’s family)                              
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Few examples of the living conditions of the victim’s families   

Mr.Kalimuthu (19 yrs age at the time of the killing) a spectator, was killed at Palamedu jallikattu in 2018 at 

the bull collection point. He was the primary breadwinner of his poor family which consisted of his father, 

mother and younger sister studying in school. His father died of illness within one year of Kalimuthu being 

killed. Losing both the breadwinners of the family within a year, his mother was forced to work as a daily 

wage construction labourer for a very meagre salary. Her daily routine starts at 4:30 am in the morning, 

cooking food for the family (she and her daughter) and then leaving before sunrise for daily wage labour 

work in a nearby city. After a hard day of work, she returns home around 8 pm and then cooks dinner. This 

harsh routine of being occupied with work, without any rest, repeats every day. During her prolonged 

absence, her school-going daughter is left in the care of her neighbours.  

Another spectator Mr.Jeeva was killed in Vadamalapur, Pudukottai jallikattu in 2018. The victim’s wife has 
three children to take care of. The widow struggles to manage even the daily food requirements of her 
children as she works as a contract-based labourer in her town’s street garbage cleaning team. 
 
None of the political parties (or) the celebrities (or) the so-called Tamil activists, who were aggressively 
supporting jallikattu were bothered about the appalling living conditions, irreversible loss of a family 
member and mental depression caused to the families of innocent spectators or the general public, who 
were killed due to sheer negligence in the basic safety procedures. 



 

   
 

      Elsa Foundation                  Page 66 of 115            Jallikattu Cult: Politics, Facts, Killings & COVID Deaths 

Section – 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section – 6 

• Jallikattu conducted during the deadly 

COVID Delta variant, for vote bank 

 

• Impact of government violating the COVID 

norms during Jallikattu 2021 

 

• Sample photos of overcrowding at Jallikattu 

during the COVID 2nd wave in 2021 
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Jallikattu conducted during the deadly COVID Delta variant, for vote bank 

  

India is the origin country of the COVID Delta variant. It was first reported in Oct. 2020. 

This variant was more severe and fatal as it attacked the lungs and caused respiratory 

failure. Infected people could survive ONLY with oxygen cylinders and ventilator 

support. 

Several lakhs of people were infected and died all over India due to this deadly variant. 

Hospitals were overflowing with patients and the hospitals were struggling to manage 

without sufficient infrastructure, oxygen cylinders, ventilators, beds, vaccines, doctors 

nurses and support staff. 

During this COVID crisis in 2021, the then-ruling ADMK party  in Tamil Nadu opened the 

gates of Jallikattu and allowed it till the end (Jan - May 2021) purely for their selfish 

vote bank politics, as state assembly elections were planned in April 2021 

“Jallikattu 2021 COVID instructions” released by T.N. govt says: 

“Only 50% of the audience seats can be occupied. Face masks and social distancing 

norms are to be followed. The audience will be allowed only after thermal screening” 

“Tamers, owners & officials should have a COVID RTPCR negative certificate issued by a 

govt. lab” 

“Maximum of 300 tamers for jalliakttu and 150 for Manjuvirattu” 

“For each bull only one owner + one helper allowed” 

From the images in the following section, it is very clearly evident that the Jallikattu 

COVID instructions and regular COVID norms were issued just for an eyewash and were 

blatantly violated by the then-ruling government. 

The then-ruling government did not make any efforts to implement the COVID norms 

among the jallikattu audience. 

We believe that the impact of this selfish action aiming at the vote bank is the root 

cause of the huge rise in COVID infection and deaths in May 2021, in Tamil Nadu. 

Apart from risking people's lives in Tamil Nadu, the then-ruling ADMK party risked the 

lives of people in other states and globally (infection spreading through travel) 
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Chart Published by Times of India dated: 22 Jan 22: 

 

  

Total infected people: 

2020 = 1.03 crores 

2021 = 2.45 crores     

(increase by 1.42 crores (138%)) 

Total deaths: 

2020 = 1.49 lakhs 

2021 = 3.31 lakhs 

(increase by 1.82 lakhs (122%)) 

News dated: 

10-May-2021 

Article by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine (USA) on 21 Oct 2021 

Johns Hopkins University is the oldest research institute in the western hemisphere  
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News and photos published by Aljazeera on 21st April 2021 
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   Crematoriums overflowing with COVID deaths in India during 2021 COVID 2nd wave 

Photo above: In Madhya Pradesh by Sanjeev Gupta/EPA;  Photo below: In Jammu by Channi Anand/AP Photo 



 

   
 

      Elsa Foundation                  Page 71 of 115            Jallikattu Cult: Politics, Facts, Killings & COVID Deaths 

Impact of government violating the COVID norms during Jallikattu 2021: 

 

Tamil Nadu 

Jallikattu Season 

Jan to May 2021 

State Government 

Data 

Total people 

infected: 

About 12.8 lakhs 

Total people died: 

12,110 

% increase in 

deaths (Mar vs. 

May) 

4600% 

Images that 

prove the 

COVID 

norms 

violations, 

follow……. 
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Sample photos of overcrowding at Jallikattu during the COVID 2nd wave in 2021 

A sample of the crowd in 5 districts is given here. The same was the condition all over 

Tamil Nadu 

 

 

    COIMBATORE 

   KRISHNAGIRI 
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    ERODE 

   VELLORE 
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   TIRUPUR 
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Section – 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section – 7 

• Bull token corruption & VIP bulls’ violations 

• Laws & rules are violated in every event 
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Bull token corruption & VIP bulls violations 

For every event, the bull registration happens a few days before the event. A token is issued to the bull 

owners as an authorisation pass to let their bulls into the arena. Every year, in too many events, illegal 

activities are done in issuing the tokens. Few examples: 

Tokens are 

➢ Sold for a huge amount in the black market 

➢ Given to a specific group of people who are close to the organising committee 

➢ Given to politicians bulls (aka VIP bulls) violating the first come first serve policy 

➢ Given to specific caste people. 

Violations were done for VIP bulls (bulls owned by politicians and influential people) 

➢ These bulls do not wait in the long queue (for about 16 to18 hours in famous events) 

➢ They directly enter the arena. 

➢ There are incidents of these bulls by-passing the medical check-up that is mandatory 

➢ All these are done with help of the police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19th Jan 2019 – Dinakaran Tamil Daily (news on next page) 

Translation: 

• 651 bulls were cheated 

• Several lakhs money scam 

• Shocking information revealed 

In the 8 hours allowed for the event, a maximum of 800 bulls can participate, but 

government officials have registered 1380 bulls. About 450 tokens were taken by 

officials illegally. 

The tokens were in the first entry list. These tokens were taken by VIPs and people who 

don’t own bulls. The tokens were sold for Rs.5000 each. The impact of this: Bull owners 

who follow rules and register their bulls honestly, for the past so many years, were 

pushed back in the bull queue. 

Jallikattu was completed with 729 bulls, the remaining 651 bulls were made to wait in 

the queue from the previous day night, for one full day, but did not get an opportunity 

to participate. 

They (govt.) said 1500 police personnel are involved in security at the venue, but one 

person was crushed to death due to the lapse in security 
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English translation on the previous page 
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20th Feb 2021 - Dinamani Tamil Daily 

News Translation:  Irregularities in issuing Jallikattu tokens near Usilampatti 
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13th Jan 2020 - Thanthi TV (Tamil TV Channel) Online News 

News Translation:  Jallikattu: District Collectors Office Stormed: Tokens bargained at 

Rs.5000 each 

Bull owners stormed the district collector’s office alleging that bribes are collected for 

issuing tokens for Allanganallur Jallikattu. 

30th Jan 2021 - Dinamani Tamil Daily 

News Translation:  Jallikattu on Feb 7th in Ayyampatti: Plea to prevent tokens being 

sold for high rates 

Laws and rules were violated in every event, 

follows………………. 
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Laws & rules were violated in every event – Sample English news articles 
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Caste discrimination in Jallikattu – Dalits are ignored, prevented, attacked 

Follows ……………………………………. 
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Section – 8 

 

 

 

Section-8 
 

Caste discrimination in Jallikattu   

Dalits are ignored, prevented and 

violently attacked 

 



 

   
 

      Elsa Foundation                  Page 84 of 115            Jallikattu Cult: Politics, Facts, Killings & COVID Deaths 

Caste discrimination in jallikattu – Dalits ignored, prevented & violently attacked 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

A shocking case of caste based violence has surfaced from  

Tamil Nadu where many houses were vandalised and people 

admitted to the hospital with bloody wounds, all because a few 

scheduled caste men tamed a bull belonging to a family of 

another caste.  
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     Jan 18, 2019 

The Ugly Side Of The Traditional Tamil Sport Jallikattu 
A close watch would reveal that jallikattu is caste-driven — a bull 

belonging to an upper caste household cannot be tamed by a 

member of the lower caste. 

This leaves us with the question, if jallikattu is indeed a sport of all 

Tamils as it is championed. 
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Many people in India's Tamil Nadu state have celebrated the return of traditional bull-

taming contests after a court ban was overturned. But Dalits say they are still prevented 

from taking part in the sport, sometimes violently. 

"Some 40 years ago youths from this village used to take part in jallikattu. But whenever 
our youngsters tamed the bulls of caste Hindus we suffered a violent backlash. 
 
"So, in the early 1990s our village elders decided not to participate in the sport. But we 
continue to be spectators," Alaggu says. 
 
That decision, however, has not saved them from violence. 
 
"In the 1980s and 1990s, jallikattu events triggered violent caste clashes in many villages 
in which Dalits suffered heavy losses," says Madurai-based Professor Stalin Rajangam, 
who has studied jallikattu-related caste violence extensively in Tamil Nadu. 
 
"There were even cases of Dalits being murdered in a few places. Due to violence, many 
Dalit settlements like the one in Kallapur decided to move away from the sport." 
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Section – 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section – 9 

• Political pressure - fake reports and affidavits 

submitted by government officials & 

pleaders. 

 

• Very important Questions 

 

• Conclusion 

 

• Prayer 
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Political pressure - fake reports and affidavits submitted by government officials. 

Despite the prevalence of these highly critical issues (which are documented with strong proof in this 

report) 

• Caste violence, discrimination. 

• Lack of safety for the public (so many killed and injured) 

• Bull abuse & cruelty (hundreds of bulls injured & several died) 

• Irregularities & corruption in issuing tokens 

• Violations of COVID norms 

• Arrangements not done properly 

• Violations done for VIP bulls 

• No fodder and water for bulls waiting in the queue for 12 to 16 hours with their nose rope 

held harshly and their nose bleeding with blood. 

• Complete chaos in every aspect 

• Manjuvirattu format jallikattu NOT following any rules 

• Bulls made to attend many events continuously without rest 

Due to political pressure, the state government officials involved in managing the events and government 

pleaders (advocates) handling the Jallikattu court case have been masking all the above problems that 

violate the rules and writing fake reports and affidavits. They have been submitting these to the 

honourable High Court and Supreme Court during the Jallikattu case hearings starting from 2007. 

What the officials wrote in their reports and affidavits totally contradicts to what is happening in reality.  

Very important questions: 

# Question to Tamil media: Why you have NOT followed basic journalistic ethics and 

standards in reporting about Jallikattu?  Your biased reporting and provocating messages 

for gaining TRP and more profit had resulted in 133 lives killed (105 humans and 28 bulls) 

between 2017 and 2022. Why you are not bothered to give any compensation / job / 

education to the children of the victims’ families? 

# If the Tamil Nadu farmers want to preserve the native breed of cattle why do the majority 

of them have purchased a foreign breed / crossbred cattle (81.15% of cattle in TN are 

foreign / foreign crossbred – info as per TN Govt. data)? 

# Why do the government’s frozen cattle semen banks hold a very meagre quantity of 

indigenous TN breed cattle semen (just 7% - info as per TN Govt. data)? 

# Why do all 8 government livestock breeding centres have foreign breed and cross-bred 

cattle, but only 3 of them have Tamil Nadu breed cattle? (info as per TN Govt. data) 

# Why out of 8 government livestock breeding centres only one centre has the TN native 

breeds Kangeyam, Pulikulam and Bargur (info as per TN Govt. data)? 
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# If only the winning bull is used for reproduction, then, is there an animal stud book 

capturing the details of the winning bulls, in all the jallikattus? 

# Does the government’s frozen cattle semen bank has the animal studbook of these 

winning bulls? 

# Are the government semen banks extracting semen only from these winning bulls? 

# Why several banks do not give loans for TN native-breed cattle? 

# Why the cattle subsidy given by the state government, is not provided for TN native 

cattle? 

# If jallikattu is the only way to preserve native breed cattle, then why  

➢ it was not conducted in the majority of the districts before the 2017 January law 

amendment? 

➢ Why it is not conducted by other states? 

# For people who say foreign business entities are involved in destroying our native bull 

species for commercial benefits, please submit a petition to the Supreme Court along with 

the following information: 

➢ Complete details of the foreign business entity 

➢ The amount of money the foreign company minted by eradicating native-breed cattle 

➢ What is that company’s operating model?  

➢ How do they benefit by eradicating native cattle?  

➢ Where is their office?  

➢ Who are their local partners in India?  

➢ Proof of financial transactions of such a company. 

➢ Government approval documents for that company to do business in India 

# Why the politicians organising and sponsoring the events for their vote bank politics, are 

not paying any compensation / job to the victims’ family members? 

# Why the government that is aggressively promoting jallikattu is not providing any 

compensation / job to the victim’s families and taking care of the complete education 

expenses of the victims’ children? 

# Why the film fraternity that blindly supported & protested without any idea about ground 

reality, is not willing to provide any compensation / job for the victim’s families? 
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# Why the corporate sector employees working in MNCs who aggressively protested in 

several countries (they have never done this for any other issue either before (or) after) 

without having any idea about the reality are NOT willing to provide compensation for the 

victim’s families and take care of the complete education expenses of the victims' children? 

# Query to the people who participated in the Jan 2017 jallikattu protests without any idea 

about the facts:    Just to update your social media status as “Tamil Pride & Valour” do you 

want to kill the breadwinner of very poor families, create an irrecoverable loss to several 

families and make the families and children suffer for their entire life? 

# The majority of the people who participated in the jallikattu protest in Jan 2017 had never 

seen a jallikattu in their life. Is it not their duty to verify the facts by a direct visit and do 

thorough research to know the facts, before jumping into the protest? 

# Is jallikattu a scientifically proven method for preserving any cattle breed? Where are the 

scientific research documents? 

# How can abuse, torturing, mutilating and killing bulls can be considered as preservation of 

native bulls (100s of bulls are injured every year. 20 bulls have been killed since the 

amendment of the law in Jan 2017)? 

Conclusion: 

Any amount of compensation cannot be equal to precious human life. The deep pain of losing a family 

member/friend cannot be explained with words. The mental agony caused by the loss is always there. 

From seeing the facts, it is evident that innocent people and bulls are forced to be killed for 

politicians' selfish motive of gaining their vote bank 

Several hundred people and bulls are seriously injured. Many of them become physically 

disabled and become non-functional for their entire life. 

It is the epitome of animal cruelty 

Jallikattu ignites caste discrimination & violence. 

Jallikattu does not have any significance to continue in a civilised society. 
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Section – 10 

Appendix A – Individual persons killed– Published news reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section - 10 

Appendix A  

Individual persons killed 

Published news reports 
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News Link

14-Feb Bargur Krishnagiri 2 0 2 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/rules-go-for-a-toss-as-

five-die-in-jallikattu-events-across-tamil-nadu/articleshow/57137341.cms

14-Feb Rayakottai Krishnagiri 1 0 1 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/rules-go-for-a-toss-as-

five-die-in-jallikattu-events-across-tamil-nadu/articleshow/57137341.cms

29-May Melur Madurai 1 1 0 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/bull-tamer-gored-to-

death-in-jallikattu-like-event-in-melur/articleshow/58887588.cms

27-Jan Arasalur Perambalur 0 0 0 1
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-

affairs/270117/jallikattu-90-persons-hurt-bull-dies-in-2-events.html

22-Jan Rapoosal pudukottai 2 2 0 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/jallikattu-claims-two-lives-in-

tamil-nadu/articleshow/56716812.cms

05-Mar Thiruvappur pudukottai 2 1 1 0
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tamil-nadu-two-dead-56-injured-in-

pudukottai-jallikattu-4555645/

11-Mar Annavasal pudukottai 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/one-

dies-in-annavasal-jallikattu/article17445186.ece

25-Dec thirumayam pudukottai 1 0 1 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/bull-gores-spectator-to-

death-at-pudukkottai-manju-virattu/articleshow/62235310.cms

20-Feb koodamalai salem 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/spectator-bull-

killed-in-jallikattu/article17331105.ece

13-Feb Kandupatti Sivaganga 1 0 1 0
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/feb/13/two-

spectators-gored-to-death-in-separate-bull-taming-incidents-1570028.html

17-Apr M pudur sivaganga 2 0 2 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/student-gored-to-death-

by-bull/article18072901.ece

08-Aug Karaikudi sivaganga 1 0 1 0
https://www.nyoooz.com/news/chennai/890152/man-gored-to-death-

during-bull-race-in-tamil-nadu/

15-Feb vallam Thanjavur 0 0 0 1
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-

nadu/2017/feb/15/vallam-jallikattu-bulls-plunge-into-well-1570736.html

20-Feb theni Theni 0 0 0 1
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/spectator-bull-

killed-in-jallikattu/article17331105.ece

18-Jan vellakuttai Vellore 1 0 1 0
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/man-gored-to-death-in-tamil-

nadu-as-jallikattu-goes-horribly-wrong-269721.html

07-Feb Melmayil Vellore 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/Man-dies-during-

bull-race-near-Vellore/article17205963.ece

08-Feb Nimmiyampattu Vellore 1 0 1 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/man-gored-to-death-

during-bull-race-in-tamil-nadu/articleshow/57044027.cms

24-Jan Kansapuram Virudhunagar 1 0 1 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/jallikattu-bull-gores-

tamil-nadu-cop-to-death-in-virudhunagar/articleshow/56747063.cms

Total 19 4 15 3

2017
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News Link

06-Aug Karaivetti parathurAriyalur 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/spectator-gored-to-death-at-

jallikattu/article24610008.ece

08-Feb pugaiyilpatti Dindukal 1 1 0 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/bull-tamer-

gored-to-death-in-jallikattu/articleshow/62827465.cms

15-Jan Palamedu  Madurai 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/one-

dead-at-palamedu-jallikattu/article22442876.ece

15-Apr Kulamangalam Madurai 1 1 0 0

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-

nadu/2018/apr/15/one-killed-13-hurt-in-jallikattu-at-temple-

festival-1802016.html

24-Jul ucharichanpatti Madurai 1 1 0 0

https://www.ndtv.com/tamil-nadu-news/teenager-dies-in-

madurai-after-injury-in-bull-taming-sport-manju-virattu-

1888423

15-Apr pulambadi Perambalur 1 0 1 0
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/man-killed-at-

jallikattu-event-in-perambalur/articleshow/63766391.cms

17-Jan Vadamalapur  pudukottai 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/spectator-gored-to-death-by-raging-bull-in-pudukottai-

jallikattu-event/article22455481.ece

12-Feb Theennalur pudukottai 0 0 0 1

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/ministers-bull-

hits-vaadivasal-post-dies-during-

jallikattu/articleshow/62877673.cms

31-Jan nagiyampatti salem 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/states/man-killed-during-

jallikattu/article22613099.ece

2018

2018 Page 1 of 2 
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News Link

17-Jan Siravayal sivaganga 2 0 2 0

http://english.webdunia.com/article/national-news/three-gored-

to-death-150-injured-in-jallikattu-events-in-tn-

118011700009_1.html

02-Apr Thethampatti sivaganga 1 0 1 0
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-

tamilnadu/student-gored-to-death/article23410093.ece

26-Apr Thirupattur sivaganga 2 0 2 0
https://www.behindwoods.com/news-shots/tamilnadu-

news/tamil-nadu-two-gored-to-death-during-manjuvirattu.html

26-Apr Kandaramanickam sivaganga 2 0 2 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/two-

spectators-gored-to-death-in-jallikattu-

sivaganga/article23685662.ece

15-Feb Vallam Thanjavur 0 0 0 1
https://www.dtnext.in/tamilnadu/2018/02/14/25-tamers-

injured-one-bull-dead-in-jallikattu-at-tiruchy-thanjavur

19-Feb Alagumalai Tirupur 0 0 0 1

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/55-people-

injured-bull-dead-in-alagumalai-

jallikattu/articleshow/62974953.cms

16-Jan Manaparai Trichy 1 0 1 0

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/jallikattu-death-

toll-reaches-four-as-three-spectators-killed-in-tamil-nadu/story-

0s7QMoBn6DzqHynjF4UOPJ.html

16-Jan Avaarangadu Trichy 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/one-

spectator-gored-to-death-at-avaarangadu-

jallikattu/article22449574.ece

21-Jan Kalingapatti Trichy 1 1 0 0

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/bull-kicks-

teen-to-death-at-trichy-jallikattu-

event/articleshow/62586032.cms

05-Feb Manaparai Trichy 1 1 0 0

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/bull-tamer-dies-

after-taking-a-hit-on-chest-during-

jallikattu/articleshow/62784423.cms

05-Feb Allur Trichy 0 0 0 1

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-

nadu/2018/feb/05/tamil-nadu-bull-dies-of-cardiac-arrest-during-

jallikattu-1768498.html

Total 19 5 14 4

2018

2018 Page 2 of 2 
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06-Apr Pugailaipatty Dindigul 1 0 1 0

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/bull-

gores-its-owner-to-death-during-jallikattu-near-

dindigul/articleshow/90690754.cms

10-Mar pilamanayakanpatti, Dindigul 1 0 1 0

https://www.maalaimalar.com/news/state/2022/03/10104

518/3560398/Tamil-News-Jallikkattu-bull-collide-youth-

death.vpf 

26-Apr Palayapettai Krishnagiri 1 0 1 0

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/tamil-

nadu-jallikattu-bull-kills-man-in-

krishnagiri/articleshow/91086918.cms

25-Mar Chappadi Krishnagiri 1 0 1 0

https://www.dtnext.in/tamilnadu/2022/03/25/15-yr-old-

boy-gored-to-death-during-bull-race-event-in-krishnagiri-

district

14-Jan Avaniapuram Madurai 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/avaniapuram-jallikattu-spectator-gored-to-death-

over-80-participants-injured/article38272105.ece

13-Mar Sakkudi Madurai 1 0 1 0

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/spectato

r-gored-to-death-by-bull-during-jallikattu-near-

madurai/articleshow/90172102.cms

12-Feb Illupur Pudukottai 1 0 1 0

https://news.abplive.com/tamil-nadu/jallikattu-2022-

spectator-gored-to-death-in-tn-s-pudukottai-district-

1512461

30-Apr Thammampatti Salem 0 0 0 1

https://www.dinamani.com/all-editions/edition-

dharmapuri/salem/2022/apr/29/a-bull-dies-in-ulipuram-

jallikattu-3835814.html

18-Jan Kandipatti Sivaganga 1 0 1 0 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/one-

killed-in-manju-virattu-near-sivaganga/article38287520.ece

17-Feb Araliparai Sivaganga 1 0 1 0
https://www.timesnownews.com/chennai/article/tamil-

nadu-bull-pierces-spectators-chest-during-annual-

manjuvirattu-event-in-sivaganga-125-other-injured/859639

17-Jan Nerkuppai Sivaganga 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/manjuvirattu-16-year-old-gored-to-

death/article38280020.ece

15-Jan Periya Suriyur Trichy 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/bull-

owner-gored-to-death-at-jallikattu-near-

tiruchi/article38272812.ece

19-Jan Navalur Kuttapattu Trichy 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-

nadu/spectator-gored-to-death-in-jallikattu-near-

tiruchi/article38289155.ece

23-Jan Pallapatti Trichy 1 1 0 0
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/bull-

tamer-succumbs-to-injuries/article38315017.ece

19-Mar Kannudayanpatti Trichy 1 1 0 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/yout

h-gored-to-death-by-bull-many-injured-

injallikattu/article65240875.ece

16-Jan Kallicheri Vellore 1 0 1 0
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-

nadu/2022/jan/17/illegal-bull-race-in-tamil-nadus-vellore-

claims-life-of-teen-spectator-four-held-2407612.html

17-Jan Kilarasanpatti Vellore 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/13-

year-old-school-girl-injured-in-bull-race-dies-in-vellore-

hospital/article38305081.ece

21-Jan Panamadangi Vellore 1 0 1 0

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/13-

year-old-school-girl-injured-in-bull-race-dies-in-vellore-

hospital/article38305081.ece

17 2 15 1



 

   
 

      Elsa Foundation                  Page 99 of 115            Jallikattu Cult: Politics, Facts, Killings & COVID Deaths 

 



 

   
 

      Elsa Foundation                  Page 100 of 115            Jallikattu Cult: Politics, Facts, Killings & COVID Deaths 

Section – 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section - 11 

Appendix B 

Last few pages of the landmark  

Supreme Court Judgment of 2014, 

banning all bull-based events in India 
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Appendix B: Last few pages of the SC landmark judgment in May 2014 
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• Jallikattu Rules by TN Govt. & AWBI 

• Acronyms 
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Appendix C1 – TN Government Jallikattu Rules 2017 
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Appendix C2 - AWBI Guidelines 2018 (in addition to TN govt rules) 
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Appendix C3 - Acronyms 

SC – Supreme Court 

HC – High Court 

TN – Tamil Nadu 

AWBI – Animal Welfare Board of India 
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